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1919 M STREET N.W.
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION - Pl
w '

News media: information -202/6'32-5050. Recorded fisting of releases and texts 202/632-0002.
N v ‘December 3, 1993

FCC ANNOUNCES THE INTERFERENCE

- IMPROVEMENT FACTORS FOR STATIONS WHICH
HAVE PETITIONED TO MIGRATE TO THE
EXPANDED BROADCAST BAND

In Report and Order, MM Docket 87-267, Review of the
Technical Assignment Criteria for the AM Broadcast Service, 6 FCC
Red 6273 (1991) ("R&0O"™) the Commission’s stated goal "[w]as to
facilitate an overall improvement and revitalization of the aAM
broadcast band and to effectuate the necessary incorporation of
hew AM spectrum between 1605 and 1705 kHz into the existing amM
band (535 to 1605 kHz)." fThe Commission concluded "[t]hat the
public interest would be best served by using the expanded band
to improve the overall quality of the AM service by lessening
interference and congestion in the existing band." As the basis p
for selecting those to migrate to the expanded band, the
Commission established three categories of stations and defined
an interference improvement factor to be used to rank eligible
migrators within each category. Category one stations are those
few stations that are eligible to take advantage of the 1991
amendment to Section 331(b) of the Communications Act of 1934.

47 U.S.C. Sec. 331(b). Category two stations are full-time
stations (Class "A" and "B") and category three stations are
daytime only stations (Class "D"). The improvement factor is the
area of interference caused all other stations divided by the
station’s interference-free service area. The larger the
improvement factor, the greater the reduction of interference in
the existing band if the station causing the interference
migrates to the expanded band.

This Public Notice lists the stations desiring to migrate,
their improvement factors and the order in which the Commission
will attempt to find an expanded band frequency for the station.
Within each of the three categories of stations eligible to
migrate to the expanded band, the Commission has ordered the
stations according to the improvement factor. Stations ranked
from 1 to 4 are in category one, stations ranked from 5 to 332
are in category two and stations ranked from 333 to 688 are in
category three. 1In accordance with footnote 50 of the R&O,
daytime stations which have an improvement factor of zero (0.0),
are not eligible to migrate to the expanded band. If a daytime
station was included on the list issued on August 15, 1993, but
does not appear on this list, it is because its improvement
factor was calculated to be zero. These stations are being




informed by separate letter that they are not eligible to mlgrate
to the expanded band.

The next public notice will appear when the allotment plan
has been developed. The plan is generated by a computer
algorithm which is expected to run continuously for several
months. Once a solution is achieved, all participants will be
notified of the results individually and a public notice listing
the allotments will be released.

For more information, contact Jim Burtle at (202) 632-7010.
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